MEMORANDUM 



To: Roger Feinman, Esq., Jim Lesar, Esq., Edward Lopez, Esq., David Lovitt, Esq., 

Mark North, Esq., Richard Scheck, Esq., Charles Sanders, Esq., Cyril Wecht, Esq. 

From: Mark S. Zaid, J.D., Board of Advisors, Committee for an Open Archives 
Subject: ABA Nominations to the Assassination Records Review Board 
Date: November 14, 1992 

As you all know on October 27, 1992, President Bush signed into law S. 3006, 
more commonly known as "The President John F. Kennedy Assassination Records 
Collection Act of 1992". Pursuant to § 7(b)(1), (2) the President shall appoint five 
citizens, no later than 90 calendar days after the date of enactment, to serve as 
members of the Review Board. This responsibility effectively falls upon President-elect 
Clinton to complete within one week of his January 20, 1993 inauguration. 

Furthermore, nominations for membership on the Board are being solicited from 
several respected organizations of historians, archivists and, of course, attorneys. 

§ 7(b)(4)(A). In fact, as contained in the law, one member of the Board must be an 
attorney. § 7(b)(5)(C). A minimum of two recommendations from each of the 
professional organizations must be delivered to the President within 45 days of 
enactment of S. 3006.§7(b)(4)(B). This deadline falls on or about December 12, 1992. 

The American Bar Association is preparing to recommend several nominees. 

This task is being handled by the president of the Association, J. Michael McWilliams, 
whose office I have been in contact with during the last few days. Mr. McWilliams is 
willing to accept outside recommendations for consideration. I am in the midst of 
drafting a potential list of nominees for the ABA to consider and would like to solicit 
your suggestions. 

Please send me, ASAP, a list of attorneys you feel merit selection to the Review 
Board. Include as much biographical information as possible. Be aware that each 
nominee must fit the following criteria, as addressed in the law: 

Persons nominated to the Review Board: 

(A) shall be impartial private citizens, none of whom is presently 
employed by any branch of the Government, and none of whom 
shall have had any previous involvement with any official 
investigation or inquiry conducted by a Federal, State, or local 
government, relating to the assassination of President John F. 

Kennedy; 

(B) shall be distinguished persons of high national professional 
reputation in their respective fields who are capable of exercising 
the independent and objective judgment necessary to the fulfillment 
of their role in ensuring and facilitating the review, transmission to 
the public, and public disclosure of records related to the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy and who possess an 
appreciation of the value of such material to the public, scholars, 
and government. 

§ 7(b)(5) 

As the deadline is approaching rapidly please fax the information to (518) 
427-8674. I can be reached at (518) 426-1 122 if you wish to discuss the matter 
further. My mailing address is 47 South Lake Avenue, #4, Albany, New York 12203. 
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Re: Memo from Mark Zaid 
November 14, 1992 

Finally, please begin to consider persons whom you would recommend to serve 
on the advisory committee to the Review Board. There are no applicable restrictions to 
appointment on the committee so long as there is compliance with the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.). Thus, choose which assassination experts 
you feel would best serve society's interests. Furthermore, approximately 35 staff 
positions will be created and I intend to apply for one. Your assistance and support 
would be appreciated. If you have additional suggestions about any of the 
aforementioned statements, do not hesitate to contact me. 

I realize your schedules are all quite busy, however, I do not need to explain to 
any of you how important this could be. You are all well aware of the significance of 
this law. The Justice Department's April criticisms caused concern and eventually led 
to changes in the law but after reviewing the legislation carefully it is a landmark 
achievement. If anything disrupts the process it wiil not be the law, but the persons 
involved. Let's do our part to see that does not happen. 

I look forward to hearing from you all. 
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